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thou ?" He answering said* — " Thou shalt love the Lord 
tht God with thy whole heart, and with thy whole 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind, 
and thy neighbour as thyself ;" and he said to him — 
"Thou hast answered right; this do, and thou shalt 
live." Is not this true adoration ? Is not this true 
supreme worship? "God is a spirit, and they that 
adore him must adore him in spirit and in truth"f 

Can any one dare, in the hour of death, to oner the 
affections of his heart and soul to any one but him who 
has thus plainly declared that he requires the whole 
heart and the whole soul of his creatures, and that not 
from the lips only, but in spirit and in truth ? 

We ask again, in all sincerity and solicitude for the 
safety of men's souls, will they peril them (for the 
promise of a 300 days' indulgence), and hazard their 
immortal safety, by offering to any created being that 
heart and that soul which, if there be any truth in the 
Douay Bible, belongs to the Supreme God alone ? and 
if not, what must be thought of Pope Pius VII., who 
thus recommends and tempts them to do so, even in the 
awful hour of death, by offering them a 300 days' indul- 
gence for each time they do so ? 



We take this opportunity of stating, that we have 
not lost sight of the subject of indulgences, nor shall 
we evade any argument which has been urged by Roman 
Catholic divines and controversialists in support of it. 
Possibly the instance above given may serve hereafter 
to assist us in practically illustrating the doctrine, and 
the uses to which it has been applied. 
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It has been well said by an old writer, that 
" there is nothing which truth fears so much as 
to be prevented from appearing in public, and 
being exposed to the examination of all men." 
This must needs be because truth will bear close 
inquiry, and the more it is tried the more will 
the pure and solid gold be apparent to those who 
test and analyze it. As laymen and freemen, we 
heartily respond to this. We cannot believe that 
truth can be really promoted by the clergy being 
allowed to keep up a monopoly of knowledge to 
themselves, or by the laity being compelled to 
accept implicitly everything proposed to them 
relating to religious truth and duty without fur- 
ther inquiry, merely because the Church pre- 
scribes it; and we cannot but suspect that 
priestly advisers have some design not quite un- 
connected with their own aggrandizement, when 
they ask men to shut their eyes and ears against 
everything which does not directly favour their 
own views, or which tends to encourage freedom 
of judgment, and enlarged and accurate views of 
the grounds on which their faith is founded. Any 
Church or set of men which challenges close in- 
quiry into their pretensions and claims, we think 
naturally deserves the respectful attention, at 
least, of every one who has sufficient self-respect 
and reliance on the reason and intelligence which 
God has given him, to reflect and judge for him- 
self between truth and falsehood; while any 
Church which would deter men from inquiry, and 
invite them to close their eyes and ears against 

« » Luke x. 25, 27, Donay Bible, 
.t John iv. 24, Douay Bible. 



all that is going on around them in the world of 
intellectual progress, would seem to us naturally 
to create a suspicion in the mind of any thinking 
man, that its leaders were conscious they could 
gain nothing, and might lose everything by too 
close a scrutiny into the foundation of their pre- 
tensions. The champion of truth must, we think, 
ever be bold and fearless, and anxious for the 
conflict, because he has proved and assayed his 
armour and his weapons, and can unhesitatingly 
confide in them. Distrust and timidity better be- 
come him who doubts the soundness of his cause, 
as he who anticipates defeat is never very solici- 
tous for the combat. Have our Roman Catholic 
readers yet satisfied themselves why it is that 
their priests decline and evade the challenges we 
have so frequently urged on them to a fair and 
friendly discussion, and why they prefer malign- 
ing our motives and objects to meeting our argu- 
ments, and preaching the doctrine of implicit faith 
and blind obedience, to encouraging all, in the 
language of their own Bible, to "prove all things, 
hold fast that which is good?" — 1 Thessal. v. 21 
(Douay version). We can give but one explana- 
tion of it, which we will also do in the language 
of an old writer rather than our own — " I would 
have you to wit that the Church of Rome knew 
what they did when they invented the doctrine of 
an implicit faith and a blind obedience to all 
the Church's decrees; for if men should once dare 
to open their eyes and examine their assertions 
all their craft would be in danger to be set at 
nought, and the temple of ' Dominus Deus noster 
Papa' (as the Canon law calls him) would be 
despised, and his magnificence would be de- 
stroyed, whom so great a part of the world wor- 
shipped."* 

We rejoice, however, to think, that the pro- 
gress of light, knowledge, and education in these 
free kingdoms has released from the fetters with 
which priestcraft had so long enchained them, 
thousands of thoughtful men, of vigorous minds 
and independent understandings, who know how 
to distinguish between subservience and respect, 
and can be inquirers without scepticism, and 
rational without being irreverent. Ignorant or 
timid men, of limited capacities and feeble 
judgment, may, and, perhaps, must ever be led 
by others, whether for good or for evil, but that 
is plainly no rule for those to whom God has 
given a larger amount of intelligence and capa- 
city, and who feel themselves able to understand 
and weigh the force of evidence and argument, 
and who are not disposed to be blindlv led, they 
know not whither, and cannot be happy, or feel 
themselves secure, without inquiring at least to 
the extent that will satisfy them that they are not 
trusting to blind leaders of the blind, which could 
lead ultimately but to the destruction of both. 
We would not urge or wish our readers lightly 
or hastily to make up their minds without the 
fullest and most careful examination of the impor- 
tant subjects of controversy between the two 
Churches. All we urge on them is, to persevere 
in their inquiries, and calmly and deliberately 
judge for themselves in so momentous a matter, 
on which no less a stake than that of their eter- 
nal happiness may depend. But when they have 
once made up their minds, on adequate grounds, 
as to the guides they should follow, let them do 
so in the spirit of intellectual freedom and en- 
lightened conscientious conviction, and not in the 
contemptible servility of ignorance and super- 
stitious fear. Priestly curses may be formidable, 
in a temporal point of view, when backed up by 
the physical force of the rabble ; but to those 
who would satisfy themselves of their spiritual 
inefficacy, as well as sinfulness, we would re- 
commend the perusal of the article on the Fair 
of Longhmanagh, which they will find in ano- 
ther column of our present number. 



* Poole's Nullity of the Romish Faith, p. 18. 
1667. 
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THE TOUCHSTONE. 

(Continued from page 21.) 

Objection 40 Protestants will not allow that 

water, or other creatures of God, may be sanctified, or 
made holy, by the prayers of the church. 

Their Bible assures them they may — For every crea. 
lure of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it 
be received with thanhsgiving. For it is sanctified 

by the word of God and prayer 1 Tim. iv. 4, 5. 

Reply It is plain that this passage relates altoge- 
ther to men's ordinary did. The Apostle is warning 
Timothy against certain false teachers who pretended 
that there was some special virtue and holiness in celi- 
bacy, and in abstaining from certain kinds of food, " for- 
bidding to marry and commanding to abstain from 
meats, which God hath created to be received with 
thanksgiving of them which believed and knew the 
truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing 
to be refused if it be received with thanksgiving." 

Protestants accordingly hold, as this Apostle teaches 
them, that all kinds of food — whether fish, flesh, or 
vegetables — being all alike "creatures of God," are in- 
different in his sight, and are "sanctified" that is, 

made pure— by our offering prayers and thanksgiving 
to Him for his gifts. As for any spiritual efficacy in 
sprinklings with what is called "holy water," it does 
not appear that any such thing was ever thought of in 
the times of the Apostles. And this the writer of the 
" Touchstone" seems to be aware of, by his bringing for- 
ward a passage which so manifestly has nothing to do 
with the matter. . 

Objection 41 — Protestants teach, in the eleventh of 
their thirty-nine articles, that we are justified by faith 
alone. 

Their Bible expressly teaches the contrary (St. 
James ii. 24) — You see, then, how that by works a man 

is justified, and not by faith only. 1 Cor. xiii. 2 

Though I have all faith, so that 1 could remove moun- 
tains, and have no charity, I am nothing. 

Reply — Protestants do not presume to deny or to 
keep out of sight what the Apostle Paul says, who most 

undeniably does speak of justification through faith 

See Rom. v. 1 ; iv. 1 — 8, &c. And asit is impossible that 
he and his brother-Apostle St. James could really have 
taught contrary doctrines, it is plain that they must 
be speaking of different kinds of faith. St. Paul cer- 
tainly did not mean that there is any value in such faith 
as consists in mere belief, not bringing forth the fruit 
of holiness of life. For that, as St. James observes, is 
the faith of devils [demons], who " believe and tremble." 
Nor, again, could St. James be speaking of any good 
works — however beneficial to mankind, and so far good 
in themselves — which do not proceed from a right mo- 
tive. For these would be no less the good works of de- 
mons, than the other is the faith of demons. It is a " good 
thing" in itself to acknowledge Jesus as the Holy One ; 
but those demons, whom He cast out, when they made 
this acknowledgment, did so because they were over- 
ruled by a superior power. 

And, indeed, the very instance which St. James brings 
forward proves that he was speaking of good works 
springing from faith and love towards God. For Abra- 
ham's obedience evidently was the result of a firm faith. 
And the Apostle accordingly says — "I will show the« 
my faith by my works." 

But neither by our own works nor by our own faith 
are we able to save ourselves. Eternal life, we are as- 
sured, is the gift of God through Christ ; and He has 
Himself assured us that we can have no claim of merit 
in his sight .- for " when ye have done all those things 
which are commanded you, say, we are unprofitable 
servants : we have done that which was our duty to do." 
Objection 42 — Many Protestants maintain, that 
the faith by which we are justified is, to believe, with 
an infallible assurance, that we are justified, and that we 
are of the number of the predestinate. 

Their Bible expressly teaches the contrary, when it 
admonishes us {Philipp.il. 12) to work out our salvation 
with fear and trembling. And when St. Paul tells us 
(1 Cor. ix. 27) of himself, that he kept under hi< body, 
and brought it into subjection, lest, having preached to 
others, he himself should be cast away. Can these people 
pretend to be more secure than St. Paul > 

Reply.. — Questions about predestination have nothing 
to do with the differences between Protestant and Ro- 
man Catholic. For as Protestants are much divided 
among themselves on several of these questions, Roman 
Catholics are no less so. Augustine, whom they regard 
as a very eminent saint, was, it is well known, a zealous 
predestinarian ; and so are many eminent Roman Ca- 
tholic divines ; while others of them have taught the 
contrary. But most advocates of predestination, Protes- 
tant or Roman Catholic, would admit that whoever is 
predestined to final salvation, is also predestined to work 
out his salvation by walking in God's commandmen ts. 

Objection 43 Many Protestants maintain that the 

commandments of God are impossible; and that no 
man ever kept them all. 

Their Bible confutes this assertion, by the example 
of Zacharias and Elizabeth, of whom we read (,St. Luke 
i. 6) — They were both righteous before God, walking in 
all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blame- 
less. 



